FEATURES OF EIELY SOT-WORSHIP                  5ti

Vaisnava ^and Saiva creeds. The Kboli copper plate grant of
Maharaja Sarvanatha, dated A. D. 512-13, reveals how he granted a
village named Asramaka on the north bank of the river Tamasa, the
modern Tamas in the Mahiyar State, to four persons (named) for
the repairs and maintenance of bali^ corn, sakira, perfumes, incense,
garlands and lamps in a temple of Visnu (Bhagavata) under the
name of the sacred Sun (adityd-bhattaraka},1 A century later,
another example may be cited to show how solar worship was, at
times, combined with Saiva worship as well The Rirmand copper
plate grant of Mafiasanahta and Maharaja Samudrasena, ascribed
to the seventh century, reveals how he granted the agrahara of
Nirmanda to the temple of god Kapalesvara, and of the holy (god)
Mihiresvara, the divine Tripnrantaka.2 It is interesting to note here
that his mother is called Mihiralakstni, while he, her son, was a
worshipper of Mahe^vara.

In the first half of the sistli century (circa A. D. 532-33) there
were some traces of the survival of Sun-worship under Mihirakula,8
the son of Toramana. The name of the former suggests that he
might have been a Sun-worshipper though Ms G-walior stone
inscription, issued in the fifteenth year of his reign, points to no
such indication. It relates, however, how one Malrceta erected on the
mountain called Gopa, the Mil on which the Gwalior fortress stands
today, a Stone temple of the Sun (bhdnoh prdsada), for the purpose
of increasing the religious merit of his parents, of himself and of
thosfc "Who dwelt on that mountain.4

There are reasons to believe that Toramana and his son Mihira-
kula were both worshippers of the Sun and Fire. The former must
have succeeded Budha G-upta in his possession of Eastern Malwas
towards the end of the fifth century, and ia an extant coin issued
by him can be seen the symbol of the wheel. In another coin
pertaining to the reign of Ms son, Mihirakula, on the reverse is
a fire-altar and attendants, an emblem probably adopted from
Sassaniafl coinage.5 The former is A symbol of the San And tite
latter of fire-worship. II is fio wonder ifitiztfgre that lia-ite fit*
protection of MiMrakUla, a Stite terfifle was Mil on fe
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